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Chao Set to Testify on Bush Plan to Help Displaced Workers 
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Labor Secretary Elaine Chao will testify before the Education & the 
Workforce Committee today on President Bush’s plan to expand the 
federal “safety net” for workers displaced by the Sept. 11th attacks.   
 

Republicans and Democrats have spent years putting in place a safety
net in anticipation of a period of mass layoffs.  But in the days since 
the attacks, Congress also made clear that it will not turn its back 
on workers who are in danger of slipping through the cracks.   
 

In the days since the attacks, the Department of Labor has taken 
swift action to mobilize the safety net for displaced workers and their 
families.  President Bush and Secretary Chao have outlined a series of
reasonable steps Congress should take in the days ahead to bring 
further security to displaced workers as they look for new work. 
 

Education & the Workforce Chairman John Boehner (R-OH), along 
with his colleagues Rep. Sam Johnson (R-TX) and Rep. Buck 
McKeon (R-CA), on Friday introduced the legislative version of the 
President’s Back to Work plan.  The proposal is designed to (1) help 
those who are losing their jobs because of the September 11 attacks; 
(2) put people back to work to help get the economy moving again; 
and (3) help ensure that displaced workers have access to health care.
 

Chairman Boehner has made it clear that he will work with the President
and members to do everything in Congress’s power to help workers 
return to work as quickly as possible -- and in the meantime, that they 
and their families have adequate relief. 
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 President’s Back to Work 
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The Bush plan utilizes existing 
programs designed to help 
workers. 

It can be implemented quickly. 
 
The proposal doesn’t create a 
whole new bureaucracy. 

It provides flexibility to meet 
specific challenges at the state 
level. 
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